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Chapter 1 - Introduction 

The Pepperell Parkway or Alabama State Route 14 serves as a crucial traffic boulevard in eastern Lee County, Alabama over years. It is a vital 

arterial that connects the two communities of Opelika and Auburn but it lacks of the consistent facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists, business, 

and residents. The shortage of safety and suitable lane for bikers, traffic lights and sidewalks for pedestrians absolutely needs to be addressed 

for this street in terms of the development of Opelika in the near future. Furthermore, a corridor plan would link transportation and land uses 

for urban development and housing, it would also balance the demand for car parking with viable choices for transit, biking, and walking on 

Pepperell Parkway.

1. Background of the Peperell Parkway

2. Study Area

This is an important border between residential neighborhoods and commercial center for the 

City of Opelika. This is one of the good things for the city of Opelika to develop its city parallel 

with Auburn. As shown in Figure 1, Pepperell Parkway provides the straight access to other cities 

and it own adjacent areas.  

The corridor generally extends from Pepperell Parkway (intersect with Birmingham Highway 

to right at the end of the Pepperell Parkway or the begining of 2nd Avenue. Pepperell Parkway 

has five crucial intersection nodes (Figure 2) and comprises the fronting parcels and abandoned 

pavement on both side of Pepperell Parkway. This five intersection nodes of Pepperell Parkway 

are parts of vital street area of Opelika City containing the tremendous number of commercial, 

stores and businesses on it corridor.  
Figure 1. Study Area
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3. Purpose of the Pepperell Parkway Corridor Plan

In recent years, the city of Opelika has seen a steady growth in population, visitors, 

and shopper coming from the big-box Tiger Town shopping center, and also 

because of the short distance to the City of Auburn and especially the Auburn 

University. This continued increase will necessitate expansion and improvement 

of Opelika’s current road system.The project of the Pepperell Parkway Corridor 

Plan is an individual project in Synthesis Studio 2 class at Auburn University. 

In order to coordinate and redesign the street pattern of Pepperell Parkway in 

accordance with the development of Opelika’s community health and create the 

social equity for bikers and pedestrian, the project will focus on analyzing the 

existing condition of parkway and proposing the suitable scenario. The corridor 

plan area includes the five important intersection nodes on Pepperell Parkway. Figure 2. Corridor Plan Area

2

Pepperell Parkway is a four-lane parkway that connects highway, Tige Town big-box shopping center and boundary of the City of Auburn. 

Base on this contiguousness and connection, the cities of Opelika and Auburn are sharing the benefits of numerous cultural and community 

amenities and resources. There are a bunch of motorcycles, cars, trucks, containers and so on using it every single day. The study area is a 

station of various offices, retailers, service stores, car repair shop, pawn shops, restaurants, Dairy Queen, Walgreens, CVS Pharmacy, East 

Alabama Medical Center, and other businesses along both corridor sides. 



This is a comprehensive plan that strengthens the current conditions of Pepperell Parkway as well as the City of Opelika. A corridor plan 

also helps incorporating the community health, benefits, and urban aesthetic. The corridor will function as a connection of community and 

neighborhood, as well as this is also create a new station for working, shopping, and living. The corridor plan would become a long-term 

vision for Opelika transforming the Pepperell Parkway into a vibrant street that supports walking, bicycling, transit, community health, and 

economic development.

The Corridor Plan will provide a detailed assessment of existing conditions and improve the current development standards to create a 

comprehensive plan for the whole corridor. The plan will not gain the height limitation or increase the intensity of existing zoning standards. 

The plan would become a long-term vision for Opelika transforming the Pepperell Parkway into a vibrant street that supports walking, 

bicycling, transit, community health, and economic development. 

The Pepperell Parkway presents a path that will revitalize and complete the street pattern, transfer the uncomplete street into a vibrant, 

attractive, and walkable corridor with mixed-use neighborhoods.  It also includes a new street design cross section to support the land 

use and zoning changes and accommodate facilities and amenities to make pedestrians and bicyclists feel welcome and comfortable. The 

Pepperell Parkway is  closely located with the main street area boundary and will serve as a important parway in the City of Opelika. Over 

the next ten years, offices, businesses, stores, and other shops on the parkway will be developed in order to take the mission of commercial 

corridor area. The desire is for an attractive main street for residents to gather with each other in diversity of community. The plan will bring 

the social equity and create the healthy community for the City of Opelika to all its folks, drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians. Everybody has 

the even right to move on the parkway by their vehicle, no matter they go on foot, or by bicycle, by car, or by bus. This corridor plan will 

provide the supply for those demands. 
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